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before they were actually in sight There was
a definite object in making plans for the
advance, and Kitchener with some of the
Mudir's troops proceeded up the river. Forts
were built or repaired to hold points along the
Valley, providing safety against raids; the
work was done by the Mudir's troops, who were
found to be lazy, inefficient, and badly
behaved. They were good enough, however,
to repel a raid at Korti on September 10. After
careful reconnaissance the road across the
Bayuda Desert, from Korti to Metemma, was
selected as the best for a further advance; by
a march of 200 miles it avoids a big loop of
350 miles of river, including the dangerous
Fourth and Fifth Cataracts.
Just at this time Gordon decided to send a
steamer down the river with Colonel Stewart
and European refugees. As soon as Kitchener
had notice of this intention he sent a special
messenger to catch Stewart at Berber, warning
him that the tribes below that place were dan-
gerous and advising that it would be better to
leave the river and take the desert track to
Korti. But this warning never reached the
steamer and Stewart went on down the river to
his de^th.
Meanwhile our troops were making their way
up the river.
With the help of 350 Canadian voyageurs
a fleet of river transports was hauled through
the Cataracts and about 6,000 infantry made
their way up to Korti; Headquarters were
established at this place on December 16.